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The private sector in Homeland Security
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The private sector comprises the portion of the economy that is managed, controlled and owned by private individuals and organizations that seek returns on their investments. To effectively deliver on their objectives and visions, companies and organizations in the private sector at times cooperate with the government. It is essential to note that the Department of Homeland security particularly focuses on ensuring homeland safety across America. Ideally, the department is focused on ensuring protection against crime and related threats. With shared aspects of defence, the department cooperates with the private sector and remains dedicated to persistent resilience, and determined to prevent future assaults against the United States. The department of Homeland security in collaboration with the private sector reacts assertively to manmade and natural disasters and above all ensures continued protection and safety of the American people (Egli, 2013). 
Notably, the Department of Homeland security’s highest priority is to protect Americans from threats to their safety. America continues to face a complex landscape where the potential threats to the safety of the American people are constantly evolving, both the public and the private are actively involved in safeguarding the American people and property, responding to national and local emergencies and preserving the nation’s prosperity and economic prosperity (US Department of Homeland Security, 2020). One of the top priorities of the department is to offer resolute protection of the citizens against terrorism and other homeland security threats. It is imperative to understand that in recent years, criminals and terrorists have devised completely new techniques and tactics that are observably advanced. To ensure optimum protection and security in this rapidly changing landscape, there is a need for collaboration and cooperation with the private sector to identify, detect and prevent attacks against America. 
Since the September attacks, it is worth noting that law enforcement-private security partnerships have been critical in preventing terrorism and other related crime-associated acts (Busch et al., 2012). In a sense, it is essential to understand that the private sector owns and protects close to 85% of the national infrastructure. On the other hand, the federal and local law enforcement officers often posse’s information regarding potential threats, private security actors can therefore use the information to effectively protect the critical infrastructure under their care. In the words of the President of National Strategy for Homeland security, the police are not usually experts when it comes to site protection, private security are therefore necessary to assist in these types of homeland security efforts. 
The office of infrastructure protection within the department of homeland security ensures effective information delivery to the private actors in the security sector regarding potential threats and vulnerabilities. Private security has an indispensable portion of responsibility to directly safeguard the critical infrastructure under their protection with the help of federal and local government actors (Morabito & Greenberg, 2005). Admittedly, based on this, it is important to note that the private sector plays an integral role in the protection of critical infrastructure. Arguably, these integral efforts are critical to achieving homeland security objectives in critical infrastructure protection. The National Association of Security Companies is a privately-owned security organization with more than 400, 000 security guards in the United States. These guards are directly involved in the protection of the ports, nuclear plants, oil refineries and electric utilities. In mitigating threats to homeland security, the guards are observably the first responders to the potential threats and are important in protecting the nation’s critical infrastructure. 

The increased connectivity of people and devices through the internet has resulted in the creation of an observably wide attack surface for cybercriminals. Cyberspace has evolved to become the most threatened domain by cybercriminals throughout the world. Cybercriminals have continued to use sophisticated tactics and techniques to undermine the safety of the critical infrastructure and even steal information (Wilshusen, 2018). The damages attributed to cybercrimes as of 2021 have exceeded 6 trillion dollars each year. Ideally, cyber-attacks may present significant impacts on the security and the economic prosperity of American citizens. Through the use of malicious tactics, cybercriminals target to collect critical infrastructure information and possibly gain access to industrial control systems in the energy sector among other critical sectors. 
As a lead agency in the maintenance of homeland security, the DHS works to protect the critical infrastructure against these attacks. The department is observably a lead player in enhancing the resilience and security of the nation’s civilian cyber systems and other critical infrastructure. Collectively, while adopting a defensive posture, the department is focused on deterring future malicious activities by implementing initiatives to address both threats and vulnerabilities across the threat spectrum. Observably, the private sector also plays significant roles in ensuring the maintenance of secure cyberspace in America. Civilian departments across the nation maintain extensive databases with national security information on American citizens and other essential information. 
Similarly, private organizations also advise their employees to promote and adopt common policies and best practices that are risk-based and are responsive to the ever-changing online interface. Additionally, business organizations have implemented various security systems to detect intrusion into their systems, as well as prevent unauthorized access (Healey, 2017). Observably, these actions are important towards the maintenance of a secure online platform for all American online users. Companies also partner with government agencies to share information and collaboratively address IT challenges with homeland security implications. The national cybersecurity alliance is one example of a private organization that raises awareness regarding potential cyber threats. This information empowers online users to protect themselves against online threats. 
Preserving and upholding the nation’s prosperity and economic security represent some of the key roles of the department of homeland security. The department has placed so much effort in maintaining and upholding lawful international trade and safeguarding the US transportation system (US Department of Homeland Security, 2020). The department for homeland security continues to aggressively pursue technologies for detection and strengthening identity for all travellers in the United States. This is because the transportation system has become a notable target for terrorists. In this view, to preserve and uphold America’s prosperity and economic prosperity, private sector players particularly those in the transport sector have employed enhanced domestic screening and vetting of passengers within the United States. Believably, such actions are critical to identify and deter possible attacks on the nation’s transportation systems. 
The nation’s ports are considered important hubs for economic activities with thousands of metric tons of goods and passengers passing the ports. Against this backdrop, private transporters in the maritime system use vehicle and cargo inspection systems to complement the activities of the Department of Homeland security. The inspection system emits low-level radiation and provides a rapid of the cargo to ensure that they do not present any potential threat to homeland safety (Nadikattu, 2019). The department of Homeland security is also focused on protecting the integrity of the nation’s financial systems by reducing counterfeiting of money, reducing financial fraud among other criminal activities against the national financial systems. 
Ideally, maintaining a reliable financial system in America ensures that the dollar remains stable and continues to gain global trust. The local banks in America have continued to assess domestic money laundering and terrorists’ financial risks as complementary actions to the efforts of the department of homeland security. 
In conclusion, strengthening preparedness and resilience is also one of the key focus of the Department of Homeland security. Observably, preparedness is a shared responsibility across the state, federal and local governments. Both private and government actors are focused to respond to natural disasters, physical and cyber threats as well as attacks on critical infrastructure. Even though the department of homeland security is focused on ensuring effective management of emergencies, local and private actors also continue to prepare local communities on how to respond to crisis (The Guardian, 2021). Considering preparedness, natural and man-made disasters may overwhelm disaster response teams. For this reason, to enhance preparedness for eventualities, non-governmental organizations across the United States assist with enhancing situational awareness and restoration of community lifelines. Arguably, these actions are particularly meant to ensure quick and decisive response during emergencies, consequently reducing their associated negative impact. 
Non-profit organizations are leading stimulation policy innovation and community engagement. The private sector observably has an inescapable role to play in building resilient cities. It is essential to note that private companies have developed technologies and business models supporting early warnings as well as risk pooling. Understandably, these represent the key elements of a resilient operating system (Egli, 2013). To enhance preparedness, private companies like google have been phenomenal in developing resilient technologies with early warning capabilities to identify regions that are more likely to be hit by storms. 
The provision of such timely information to the decision-makers is key to reducing preventable damages. Additionally, companies can also ensure enhanced recovery of the systems after disasters. Private organizations have continued to implement system intelligence allowing the systems to take preventive actions and target repair efforts. The system intelligence is essential in ensuring enhanced resilience in critical infrastructures such as nuclear plants, oil refineries and electric utilities among others. Besides protecting over 85% of the nation’s infrastructure, the private security guards are always called upon to assist with evacuations and other emergency procedures during disasters. 
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